
“I’ve heard another proposal to divide 
that [gifted education] funding burden 
equally, with more payment from the 
localities.” 

VDOE’s spokesman shared a similar 
prediction. 

“We really won’t know what the 
consequence might be overall or for pro-
grams like the Governor’s School,” said 
Mr. Pyle. “Any of the programs that are 
not part of the foundational, basic, gen-
eral education plan may be considered 
for cuts.” 

Article continued page 4. 

State and Local  Budget 
Cuts May Drastically Affect 
MLWGS Size, Scope, Future  

With less than one month until the 
New Year, fear and tension over budgets 
is palpable everywhere from our na-
tional capital to the MLWGS Board 
Room. 
  MLWGS, which is funded by state 
and local tax dollars, may well be af-
fected as these governments finalize 
their budgets. 

“They [the localities that send stu-
dents to MLWGS] can’t afford to not 
look at everything carefully,” said Re-
gional Board Chairman Ivan Mattox of 
Goochland. “This may mean putting 
Maggie Walker on the chopping block.” 

In the coming weeks, MLWGS Ad-
ministration and Regional Board will 
develop a school budget for the 2009 
fiscal year. 

“We get money from two sources, 
the school division and the state. The 
concern that we have is that if the state 
cuts our money and cuts money from the 
school divisions, then the school divi-
sions will cut their funding to us,” said 
MLWGS Director Mr. Doug Hunt. “We 
could get hit from two sides.” 

Governor To Reveal State Budget  
On December 17, a joint session of 

the Virginia General Assembly will con-
vene at the newly-renovated capitol to 
receive Governor Kaine’s proposed state 
budget. 

With a multi-billion dollar state defi-
cit, next year’s budget will include se-
vere reductions, potentially in the area of 
K-12 education. 

Mr. Charles Pyle is the Director of 
Communications at the Virginia Depart-
ment of Education (VDOE). 

“The budget situation has certainly 
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been widely discussed and the prospect 
of K-12 cuts is definitely on the table,” 
said Pyle. “The Governor has said that, 
members of the legislature have said 
that, and the state superintendent has 
advised schools that K-12 is on the table 
this time.” 

Roughly 65 percent of MLWGS 
funding comes from the state, either 
directly or through allocations from mu-
nicipal gifted education budgets. 

In most public school systems, how-
ever, the state provides an amount closer 
to 55 percent of the necessary funding 
for “quality education,” while localities 
provide the additional 45 percent. The 
term “quality education” refers to the 
Commonwealth’s basic standard of “cost
-effective and capable training for to-
morrow’s workforce.” 

In a recent Jabberwock interview, a 
local expert in state politics, who asked 
not to be named, alluded to a potential re
-evaluation of the need for gifted pro-
grams. 

“One idea is to reconsider what 
makes up the criteria for this quality 
education,” said the state politics insider. 

Danny Yates 
Jabberwock Staff Reporter 
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Student Ambassadors pose with MLWGS parent and Virginia Delegate Bill 
Janis at last year’s FOVGS lobby day at the Capitol. Photo courtesy of Ms. Taylor. 



     Editor’s Note: 
 The Jabberwock Staff are currently in the process 
of developing an interactive and interactive website 
for breaking news. Be sure to look for more informa-
tion about the website in weeks to come. But for now,  
you can access Jabberwock contact on the official 
school website www.gsgis.k12.va.us, or via the 
MLWGS Times Dispatch blog at www.inrich.com. 

The annual price tag on sending a student to MLWGS is ap-
proximately $11,000. While this sum may seem costly, it pales in 
comparison to most other education options. 

The annual per student cost for Richmond City Public 
Schools is $12,000. In Washington D.C., the cost is $13,500.  
And so far, we are just looking at public secondary education 
costs. When compared to private school tuition, MLWGS per 
student cost is just pocket change! 

St. Christopher's School, a private K-12 institution in Rich-
mond’s West End, is considered by some local education experts 
as the region’s second best high school, behind MLWGS. At St. 
Chris, parents pay an annual tuition fee of $19,000. 

Not to mention the sky-high tuition of higher education, huge 
costs that many seniors are quickly becoming aware of! At some 
universities, tuition + room + board + books = $50,000 or so an-
nually – approximately the same amount required to send five 
students to MLWGS! 

Returning to the subject of MLWGS price tag, it is quite in-
teresting to break down this $11,000 figure. This year, the state 
paid about $7,200, more than half the cost per student. 

Yet as we are all well-aware, the U.S. is now officially ex-
periencing a recession. Federal, state, and local budgets are being 
led to the slaughter. All “non-essential” services are at risk of 
being down-sized or scrapped entirely! Unfortunately for 
MLWGS, gifted education is often classified as a “non-essential” 
educational program. 

In two weeks, a new, drastically reduced Virginia budget will 
be presented to the General Assembly. According to some state 
officials, funding for K-12 education, especially for gifted pro-
grams, may likely be reduced. 

MLWGS funding may be slashed, or might even dry up com-
pletely. This could result in lower teacher salaries, a smaller fac-
ulty, larger class sizes and no extra-curricular activity funds. 
Recently, a smoke and scales school-wide e-mail alerted students 
and parents of the dire situation. The message suggested that 
members of the MLWGS community contact the Office of the 
Governor at www.governor.virginia.gov, to demand that our 
funding be preserved. In your e-mail, letter, or phone call, explain 
why you think the state should continue to fund our school. 

If asked “why support MLWGS?” The answer is simple. We 
are a community of hardworking, high-achieving students and 
faculty from 11 different cities and counties across the Metro 
Richmond region. Even that hackneyed, five-year-old quote from 
former Governor Warner, which is so prominently displayed on 
our school website attests to this fact. 

“The Commonwealth of Virginia stands to benefit immensely 
from the future leadership capabilities of the alumni of our gover-
nor’s schools,” said Warner. His words, forever immortalized on 
our homepage, clearly explain why the state has invested so much 
in MLWGS over the years, and why this investment should be 
continued 

So be sure to send a letter, e-mail, or just pick up the phone. 
The future of MLWGS is at risk, and the only way to keep our 
funding is by taking action now! 
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The conclusions of the MLWGS 
budget meeting and the FOVGS gather-
ing will be presented to the Regional 
Board during its regularly scheduled 
meeting on Thursday, December 18 at 9 
am. 

The December Regional Board meet-
ing will come only hours after Governor 
Kaine officially announces the state-
wide budget cuts. It is likely that much 
of this meeting will focus on the ques-
tion of funding for MLWGS. 

 

Optimism Remains in Midst of 
Potential  Budget Cuts 

Some in the MLWGS community 
believe that public outcry and frustration 
over budget cuts to gifted education and 
Virginia’s Governors Schools would far 
outweigh savings to the Commonwealth. 

Others, such as MLWGS parent, 
math teacher, and Faculty Representa-
tive to the Regional Board, Ms. Lynn 
Reed wondered why recent spending has 
occurred in advance of possible cuts. 

“Certainly I’m concerned about the 
big picture, but we also need to remem-
ber that we are paying for things such as 
the diversity consultant,” said Ms. Reed. 

One positive sign is that regardless 
of the funding situation, some MLWGS 
feeder districts have expressed interest in 
increasing their number of student slots 
for next year. 

“There are hard times out now,” said 
Mr. Hunt. “We want to make sure that 
we continue to have the student enroll-
ment that we currently have. But we 
may even have a growth year ahead.” 

 
Jabberwock News Editor Charles 

Condro contributed to this report.. 

sonnel you might not be able to replace 
them later, so we have initiated cut-
backs on things like field trips, transpor-
tation, and staff conferences,” said Dr. 
Ruffa. 

The budget crisis has prompted Vir-
ginia’s Governor’s Schools to search for 
outside revenue sources. 

“We’re more active in trying to get 
private money through our foundation,” 
said Dr. Ruffa. “Anything that can be 
offloaded from the general budget will 
help.” 

At the same time, parents of Gover-
nor’s School students from across the 
state met for a Friends of Virginia’s 
Governors School (FOVGS) planning 
session. 
 FOVGS is a volunteer organization 
that works to ensure funding and support 
for Virginia’s three full-day and fifteen 
half-day Governor’s Schools, which are 
scattered throughout the state. 

MLWGS parents Ms. Sara Hillgrove 
and Ms. Martha Young led the meeting 
during which parents began planning for 
a January 29 FOVGS “Day at the Capi-
tol,” an annual event where students and 
parents meet with legislators to ask for 
continued funding. 

“We’re discussing what we know so 
far. If we stay proactive and have some 
public hearings, maybe we can avoid the 
worst,” said Ms. Young. “Our main 
work begins when the appropriations 
committees meet and that’s when we go 
[ to the Capitol].” 

 

Article continued from front page. 
 

Meetings, Meetings, Meetings 
In response to budget woes, 

MLWGS hosted three funding-related 
meetings on  December 2. 

The first, a monthly financial admin-
istrative meeting, brought in the CFO’s 
from MLWGS four largest localities to 
provide advice on financial issues and 
next year’s school budget. 

“The meeting was to determine how 
much money they [the localities] will 
send us,” said Mr. Hunt. 

Meanwhile, in the boardroom, direc-
tors of Virginia’s 18 Academic Year 
Governor’s Schools gathered for their 
first of three scheduled meetings this 
year. 

Appomattox Regional Governor’s 
School (ARGS) is the arts and science 
equivalent of MLWGS, located in Pe-
tersburg. ARGS Director Dr. James 
Ruffa spoke of the measures he has 
taken to make ends meet at his school. 

“For the current year, we’re very 
concerned that the revenue we antici-
pated may not materialize,” said Dr. 
Ruffa.  

“In times like these, if you cut per-

Virginia’s Department of Education’s 
definition of a “quality education” 
could result in funding cuts for gifted 
programs. Graphic  courtesy of VDOE. 

“This (budget cuts) may 
mean putting Maggie 

Walker on the chopping 
block,” said Mr. Mattox. 

Virginia’s newly renovated Capitol, where Governor Kaine’s proposed budget 
will soon be presented to the Commonwealth. Photo courtesy of www.virginia.gov. 




