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 By Emlyn Crenshaw and  
Natalie Pita 

 
 Upon entering MLWGS on Friday, 
June 4, students noticed a few changes 
in the school environment.  
 For their Senior prank, members of 
the class of 2010 re-arranged furniture, 
moved microwaves from the cafeteria to 
the Senior Commons, and used washable 
paint markers to write “bow down” and 
“2010” on car windshields and school 
windows. 
 Before classes started, Seniors on the 
catwalk threw water balloons onto Jun-
iors and Sophomores in the Commons. 
 “[People in the commons] were very 
nice about it,” said Charlie Shobe (’10), 
SCA Co-President who was disciplined 
on Friday for his participation in the 
pranks. “It wasn’t against them, but you 
just have to have a Senior prank.” 
 “We did soak one TI-84 [calculator], 
which we will be replacing,” said Shobe. 
“As long as we replace it, no one got 
hurt and it’s okay.” 

 Not all faculty members shared 
Shobe’s opinion.  
 “I think the water balloon prank hurt 
a lot of people and ruined notes and text-
books because they got doused with wa-
ter,” said Mrs. Patti Chappell, MLWGS 
Assistant Director of Technology. 
“Senior pranks should be fun, but they 
shouldn’t be disruptive, and they should-
n’t impact personal space.”  
 Administrators revoked the privilege 
of off-campus lunch until the Seniors 
cleaned up the mess they had made with 
the water balloons.  

 Perhaps the most technologically-
advanced prank of the day was changing 
the backgrounds of the computers in 
many of the labs to read, “We hereby 
declare that the two thousand-tenth year 
of our Lord has been graced by the ob-
jectively superlative class of students in 
history.”   
 The new backgrounds have yet to be 
removed.  
 “We’re not going to spend our time 
trying to change the desktops back, be-
cause the computers are getting re-
imaged this summer anyway,” said Mrs. 
Chappell. 
 Throughout the day, the quality of 
the pranks was debated by students and 
teachers.  
 “We instigated a last-minute Face-
book campaign [to organize our 
pranks],” said Susan Ballentine (’10), 
calling the day a “prank-a-palooza.”  
 “I think we did a good job organizing 
a massive effort,“ said Ballentine. “It 
inconvenienced a lot of people… so all 
in all, it was a success.”  
 “There are tasteful pranks, and there 
are distasteful pranks,” said Mr. Irvin 
Charles, Head of Security. “This, I think, 
was distasteful.”  
 “I thought the pranks were very 
tame,” said Nik Philippsen (’10). “I 

Seniors showed their class pride by writing “2010” on cars, windows, and lockers 
throughout the school. Photo by Emlyn Crenshaw. 

think the Senior class did a good job 
of respecting the administrators and 
faculty.” 
  “I can’t see why really bright stu-
dents can’t wrap their minds around a 
prank that is creative, funny, and not 
illegal,” said Ms. Shore, a science 
teacher at MLWGS who was critical 
of the pranks.  
 “What are you gonna do?” said 
Ese Shaw (’10). “There’s always go-
ing to be someone who is unhappy.” 
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n the nineteen year history of MLWGS, there has been 
one constant, Coordinator of Curriculum Mrs. Patricia 
Taylor. While Mr. Phil Tharp and Mrs. Mary Jane McKay 
have also been with the school since its beginning, no 

person can be said to have had a greater impact on the school 
than Mrs. Taylor. 

MLWGS owes many of its most prized programs to Mrs. 
Taylor. The Senior Seminar and Mentorship Programs, Dual-
Enrollment classes, and the Student Ambassador program are 
just a few of the programs that Mrs. Taylor created.  

Many now think of Mrs. Taylor as an administrator, but she 
was also an award-winning teacher. She started at the school as 
the original math teacher. Just before she came on board to help 
start the Governor’s School,  Mrs. Taylor won a 1990 American 
Teacher Award from the Walt Disney company. It was not until 
1997 that Mrs. Taylor joined the ranks of the administration. 

Since her move to the front office, Mrs. Taylor has helped 
on many major projects, such as the transition to the Maggie L. 
Walker building, but she has never lost her connection with the 
students. 

The Student Ambassador program grew from students hang-
ing around her office during their free periods to talk to her and 
help out the school. Mrs. Taylor has always done what she 
could to encourage students to come to her office and feel at 
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home, both through her caring persona and her ample supply of 
M&Ms. 

I knew Mrs. Taylor through my older sisters before I came 
to the school, and she was always genuinely interested in what I 
had to say. As an eight year-old, being taken seriously by such 
a busy administrator was something of a rarity, but that is just 
who Mrs. Taylor is.  

Mrs. Taylor also stays in touch with alumni because she 
truly cares about how each student that comes through 
MLWGS does after he or she leave. 

Whoever takes over Mrs. Taylor’s job next year will have 
big shoes to fill. They will not, however, be able to replace Mrs. 
Taylor, nor should they try to. Mrs. Taylor was so successful in 
her job because she let her personality influence how she did 
her job. The new Coordinator, then, should not try to be a Mrs. 
Taylor copy, but should embrace the job as who they are. 

The new coordinator could, however, take a few pages from 
Mrs. Taylor’s book by always making time to listen to students, 
because the curriculum should be made to fit the students, not 
the other way around.  

Mrs. Taylor, thank you for everything you have done for me 
and my family, and for everyone else in the MLWGS Commu-
nity. 

 
-CC 



By Melody Wang and  
Natalie Pita 

 
As students eagerly await their sum-

mer break, Ms. Pat Taylor, Coordinator 
of Curriculum and Instruction, is prepar-
ing to retire from MLWGS, leaving be-
hind her indelible mark on the school 
and its students. 

Ms. Taylor, one of the four founding 
members of MLWGS, was originally a 
math teacher and later became an admin-
istrator in 1997. 

“[Becoming Coordinator of Curricu-
lum and Instruction] gave me the oppor-
tunity to be creative and innovative,” 
said Ms. Taylor. “It gave me the oppor-
tunity to impact education beyond the 
realm of the 150 students I work with in 
the classroom during the year. It let me 
to be a change agent in education, which 
I want to do.” 

Through her constant efforts, 
MLWGS has become the top-notch edu-
cational institution it is today.  

But when it started, things were far 
different.  

In the beginning, the four teachers at 
MLWGS, Mr. Tharp, Ms. Taylor, Ms. 
McKay, and Ms. Noelle-Baptiste, took 
on all sorts of responsibilities.  

“We were the guidance counselors, 
the assistant principals. We were the 
cafeteria people,” said Ms. Taylor.  

At its inception, MLWGS faced im-
mense challenges.  

“We had 70 students the year the 
school opened. Two weeks before 
school started, we had no furniture, no 
curriculum, no master schedule, no 
books. We had a set of graduation re-
quirements but nothing to really start 
with. By November of the first year, 

people thought we were going to go un-
der. But we came from the post-
depression era. We came from homes 
where you were used to making some-
thing from nothing.” 

Ms. Taylor and the school faced 
similar challenges when the school 
moved to the Maggie Walker building.  

“We got furniture out of the Rich-
mond schools’ warehouse that had been 
discarded, and at the Army surplus. We 
stood out in the back parking lot and 
brainstormed how we could make the 
building into a functional twenty-first 
century school. The auditorium was a 
lake, the ceiling was burned. Mr. Tharp 
got the police to run all the vagrants out 
with flashlights.” 

But these challenges did not deter 
Ms. Taylor and the other teachers.  

“We had a school that we believed 
in,” said Ms. Taylor. “All of us believed 
in the importance of understanding a 

cross-cultural world.” 
Over the years, Ms. Taylor was pre-

sented with many professional opportu-
nities, including becoming the math spe-
cialist in Chesterfield County Public 
Schools and teaching in the cutting edge 
electronic classroom in Henrico. 

“But everything that I was looking at 
took me away from teaching, away from 
students,” she said. “And students are 
where my love is. Being with kids is 
how we change the world, one student at 
a time. It is a way that I can improve the 
world where my seven grandkids can 
live happily in the future.” 

Though she is retiring, Ms. Taylor 
still plans to be involved with MLWGS. 

“I think I’ll enjoy helping in the 
Foundation Office to network alumni 
and plan alumnae reunions,” she said. 
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Ms. Taylor was one of the four original teachers at the Governor’s School. Photo 
by Annie Weidhaas. 
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