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Dead Body Near
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Body Found Under I-95
Overpass Still Being
Investigated

The area around Maggie Walker
was transformed into a crime scene
when the body of a man was found early
last Tuesday morning. Joseph C.
McCray, 54, was found dead in the area
under the 1-95 overpass, which runs
along the edge of the Maggie Walker
parking lot.

Police responded to a call and ar-
rived on the scene around 8:53 am on
the morning of Tuesday, September 15"
By the next morning, the death had been
ruled a homicide by a medical examiner.

The cause of death is listed as a
blunt-force trauma, and as of yet the
Richmond Police Department has not
released a possible motive, or the names
of any suspects.

“The investigation remains active,”
said Mr. Gene Lepley, Richmond Police
Department’s Public Information Man-
ager.

Mr. McCray was one of the thou-
sands of homeless individuals who live
in the city of Richmond. This has prob-
lem for the police in their investigation.

“One of the challenges investigators
face is the transient lifestyle of the
homeless community in Richmond,”
said Mr. Lepley, “but we have police
officers who specialize in helping the
homeless so we’re well positioned to
follow leads as they are developed.”

In response to this crime, the area
under the 1-95 overpass has been added
to the HOPE program. The HOPE pro-
gram works with the homeless by patrol-
ling known places where homeless peo-
ple congregate, and works with them in
an effort to provide help.

1-95 Overpass Photo by Charles Con-

dro.

Anyone with information about the
incident is asked to call Crimestoppers at
780-1000.

Story by Charles Condro

Students, Teachers Prepare for Fall Festival

With only four weeks to prepare for
the 13th Annual Fall Festival, clubs have
been scrambling to organize their activi-
ties.

“We haven't been as successful [this
year],” said JR Roach ['11], co-president
of Model Congress, in reference to pre-
paring for the Fall Festival.

Labor Day was the latest it could be
this year, so school didn't start until Sep-
tember 8th; the Fall Festival will be held
on October 2nd, as it is traditionally held
on the first Friday in October.

That has given clubs a short period
of time to arrange their game, food
stand, or other activity for the big event.
Over 60 clubs and organizations of
MLWGS are involved in the Fall Festi-
val this year.

But the students aren't the only ones
rushing to get ready for it.

The Faculty Lounge Lizards, a mu-
sical group composed of MLWGS staff,
will perform live at the Fall Festival.
Ms. Sherri Arnold, the vocalist of the
group as well as an English teacher here,
said “Yes, there has been a rush, but
under pressure we'll still be fine.”

The Faculty Lounge Lizards also
performed at last year's Fall Festival.

Even though there have only been
four weeks of school to prepare for the
Fall Festival, everyone is rising to the
challenge.

Story by Henry Woodburn
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What Happened to Fall?

t’s fall again. Fall is supposed to mean pumpkins and fal-
ling leaves and a gradual transition from summer to win-
ter. At Maggie Walker, however, it seems like we jumped
straight from summer to winter.

The temperature of the school is constantly fluctuating
from too cold to too hot (with the majority of the time being too
cold). It seems like the places that should be warmer (like class-
rooms) are freezing, while the places that should be colder (like
the gym) are hot. In the past week alone, the air in the gym has
been turned off during teams’ practices, while the air in the
school keeps blasting. Keep in mind that this is at seven and
eight o’clock at night — not very many people are in the school
at that time. However, plenty of people are sweating away in
the gym!

While this may seem like a trivial problem, it’s not. When
students are uncomfortable in their learning environment, they
tend to focus on the fact that they’re uncomfortable, not the
information they’re supposed to be processing. A prime exam-
ple of this is the recent Constitution Day assembly. During the
assembly, the temperature in the auditorium was particularly
frigid. This made it difficult to focus on the guest speakers.

It also provides a problem for the students. When dressing
for school in the morning, people generally judge the outside
temperature and dress from there. However, when the school’s

temperature changes constantly, it’s impossible to guess what
the school will be like that day. On days where students have to
dress in a particular way (ie sport spirit days, presentations)
students who wear anything near or above the knee are almost
guaranteed to freeze.

It’s a complicated situation. Obviously, heating and cool-
ing the school is a very complex issue that probably encom-
passes a lot of aerodynamics and science rules. However, it
does seem that something could be done about this. One sug-
gestion would be to simply turn up the thermostat another few
degrees. Another would be to examine the conservation study
that SECCEE oversaw to see how to monitor a constant tem-
perature for the school. That could even lead to a smaller heat-
ing/cooling bill for the school. It’s even possible that the school
just picks one temperature and sticks to it for the whole year.
That way students can anticipate what they need to wear in or-
der to maximize their learning potential.

-EH

Don’t forget - Fall Festival is
October 2nd (next Friday)!

THE MI'VES

Have an opinion?

WRITE A LETTER TO

Jabberwock Staff:

Editor-in-Chief: Elaine Hillgrove
News: Charles Condro
Opinion: Logan Ferrell
Features: Ginny Cross

Sports: Tony Sun
Reviews: Brie Cifu
News-in-Brief: Scott Yeudall
Website: Porter McRoberts
Layout: Sean Youngstone
Assistant to All: Melanie Burks
Faculty Advisor: Mr. Hal Waller

Ffditorial gFolicy:
The MLWGS Jabberwock covers

news events related to the school
community and provides a forum for
students to share their ideas. State-
ments expressed by columnists or in
letters to the editor do not necessarily
reflect the views of the staff. How-
ever, all editorials are the combined
work and ideas of both the Editor-in-
Chief and her staff.

All members of the MLWGS
community are invited to submit let-
ters to the editor on any topic, al-
though the publication of all letters is
not guaranteed. The newspaper re-
serves the right to edit letters for
grammar, language and length.
Please e-mail letters to newspa-
per@gsgis.k12.va.us.

THE EDITOR

newspaper@gsgis.k12.Va.us
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Constitution Day at MLWGS

Delegates answer student’s questions

regarding government and the Constitution.

An open forum between
two Virginia delegates on
Constitution Day was held in
the MLWGS Auditorium on
Thursday, September 17
from 10-11:15AM. During
the forum, Delegates John
O’Bannon (R-73) and Jenni-
fer McClellan (D-71) offered
their views on a variety of
constitutional issues through
questions from a panel of
MLWGS seniors.

“I thought that the most
important issue brought up
during the [forum] was relig-
ion and prayer in school,”
said Galen Kellner (’12).
Many different aspects of the
constitution, from the right to
bear arms to free speech in
school, were touched on dur-
ing the discussion.

The panel, made up of
Maryam Patton, Dylan Kol-
hoff, Dallen McNerney, and
Elsa Schultze (all ’10), asked
the delegates questions, and
then each delegate had two

minutes to respond and offer
their opinions on the consti-
tutionality of different local,
state, and national issues.
Some, however, believe that
the questions were not spe-
cific enough.

“The questions were too
vague, and [the delegates]
didn’t really answer the
questions,” said Quinten
Marsh (*11). This view was

shared among many students.

“They just talked in cir-
cles,” said Jonathan Miller
(’112).

The forum was an oppor-
tunity for students to engage
in current constitutional af-
fairs by writing questions
that were submitted to the
event organizers, and a select
few were read at the end of
the event.

“1 liked how they read
questions from students, and
the points they brought up
were valid,” said Miller.

Response to the event

SCA Presidents introduce the guest speakers. Photo by
Susan Ballentine.

Ballentine.

was mixed, with both good
and bad reviews from stu-
dents.

“1 thought they brought
up some valid points,” said
Kellner. Not all students ex-
pressed this view, though.

“The [delegates] were too
agreeable, which was sur-
prising. | felt that they were
talking down to us which
was insulting,” said Aaron
Minnick (*13). The general
view, however, was that it
was informative but could

have been better.

“It would have been bet-
ter with more opposing opin-
ions. When viewpoints op-
pose, ideas and policies pro-
gress,” said Miller (*11).

Story by Scott Yeudall

For more pictures
from Constitution
Day, see pg 8

Students watch the debate through a live feed in the com-
mons. Photo by Susan Ballentine.
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Opinion

Opim'on

By Scott Yeudall (°12)

Last Thursday, MLWGS observed
Constitution Day by hosting two promi-
nent Virginia lawmakers, Delegates
John O'Bannon (R) and Jennifer
McClellan (D) in a forum with students.
For an hour, the entire school looked on
as these to members of the House of
Delegates talked about their views on
some of today’s most prominent consti-
tutional issues. What better way for the
School for Government and International
Studies to commemorate such an occa-
sion?

There was only one problem, how-
ever: It was just another assembly as
usual; only the four students on the
panel and the Student Body Co-
Presidents actually got to ask any ques-

tions. We should have had most of the
questions from the panel (8 would
probably have been enough), and then
had time for individual students in the
auditorium to ask their own questions,
allowing for more focus on what the
students wanted to hear from the dele-
gates.

This leads to the second problem
with the program. Because the audito-
rium cannot seat the entire student body,
the seniors, juniors, and sophomores in
AP US got auditorium seats, while the
rest of the sophomores and the freshmen
were split between the forum and the
commons, watching a live video feed. |
was one such student. It felt like | was
just watching TV, there was no feeling
that I was actually involved in any way
with the “discussion.” In truth, | wasn’t,
because the questions that my history
class had submitted were not brought up.
Nor were most of the student-submitted
questions.

Friday, September 25, 2009

Constitution Day: Worth the Time?

This lack of student-body involve-
ment made what was once a promising
forum a mere show-and-tell of constitu-
tional issues, where the delegates re-
peated each other. Agreement on every-
thing makes a discussion very boring. |
understand that they wanted to be polite
and did not want to offend the other per-
son by blatantly disagreeing. But
where’s the fun in that? | prefer debates
where the two opponents yell at each
other, get in each other’s way, and don’t
actually say anything important, all in a
civilized manner, of course. We were
expecting assignment.

All in all, however, | was thor-
oughly disappointed with the forum. |
feel, though, that I have learned a little
more about the constitution that I didn’t
know before. So, in this one aspect, |
guess the discussion met its goal: 1, and
countless other students, learned some-
thing at school. And isn’t that what
school is all about?

The Governor's Race

Opim'on

By Logan Ferrell (°11)

It is hard to believe that it’s been
almost a year since the end of the last
presidential race. Hardly had the last
state ballots been announced, before
political and media observers began to
look to the important political contests
of the coming year; citing gubernatorial
races in New Jersey and Virginia as key
indicators of changing political trends
and a verdict on the Obama administra-
tion’s first year in office. That first year
has already created serious political divi-
sions as the new administration attempts
to deal with the burden of bloated expec-
tations while finding solutions for the
multitude of problems the US is cur-
rently facing. The regional implications
of these national issues, as well as Vir-
ginia’s status as a bellwether state for
future elections, brought national atten-

tion and anticipation to what was sup-
posed to be a fierce race for the gover-
nor’s mansion. However, the ferocity
witnessed so far, seems to have nothing
to do with finding solutions for such
problems.

Even on a state level, Virginia faces
a host of problems, which would seem to
provoke debate and innovative policy
suggestions. The state faces one of its
highest unemployment rates in over a
decade, with 6.5% of the state’s popula-
tion forced to seek a new way to make
ends meat. In especially hard hit western
and rural regions of the state, that figure
is nearly doubled: representing a state in
need of crucial economic leadership in
the years to come. Last week, Virginians
were greeted with the disheartening
news that numerous localities, including
neighboring Petersburg, had failed to
meet Annual Yearly Progress, the
benchmark of student achievement un-
der the No Child Left Behind Act. Such
news would seem to defeat President
Obama’s goal of increasing student

achievement and classroom innovation
under his “Race to the Top” program.
Finally, the Washington Post reported
that the picture is no brighter at the col-
lege level with the ominous statement.
“State funding for higher education is
eroding in Virginia”. Together, these
issues present serious challenges for the
state and its next generation of leaders,
challenges that deserve solutions created
by the marketplace of ideas and carried
out after careful planning: however ob-
servation of the two current campaigns
would suggest that Virginia will get nei-
ther.

For, instead of running issue ori-
ented campaigns aimed at convincing
Virginians of the superiority of one gov-
erning ideology or even one policy ap-
proach, the candidates, Republican Bob
McDonnell and Democrat Creigh Deeds,
have chosen to focus instead on personal
attacks and meaningless generalities.
The consistent barrage of negative ads
attacking the opponent as either less of a

Cont’d on pg 8






