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Dr. Wendy Ellis has joined the ad-
ministration as the Coordinator of Cur-
riculum and Instruction this year. 

She was selected from a pool of 56 
applicants. As one of the eight finalists, 
Dr. Ellis was granted an interview and 
had a chance to get to know the 
MLWGS community. 

“I met each section of the population 
that is involved with Maggie Walker. 
There was an opportunity for me to have 
a breakfast coffee with the faculty. I met 
with the department chairs, the adminis-
trative team, and the student ambassa-
dors. It really gave me an opportunity to 
see what the atmosphere and the school 
was like.” 

  Dr. Ellis is replacing Ms. Pat 
Taylor, who retired from the position at 
the end of last year after 19 years at 
MLWGS. 

“[Before starting,] I requested if I 
could meet with Ms. Taylor in July,” 
said Dr. Ellis. “She very graciously 
agreed and we met for seven days, 
where she really passed the baton to me. 
This really is a very complex job and I 
am so grateful to her.  She’s a wonderful 
lady. ” 

 Because of the behind-the-scenes 
work that the administration does, many 
students do not know exactly administra-
tors are responsible for.  

 “I’m responsible for overseeing eve-
rything that is taught in every classroom, 
and helping to facilitate the writing of 
the curriculum by the faculty,” said Dr. 
Ellis. 

Dr. Ellis is also in charge of the Stu-
dent Ambassador program at MLWGS. 

“They [Student Ambassadors] do a 
really great job of running the program 
themselves, and they’re my connection,” 
said Dr. Ellis. “Many of the really big 
functions that I’m responsible for, such 
as going out to middle schools, the open 

By Melody Wang 

house, and shadowing; they’re my de-
partment. The ambassadors are a huge 
help in helping facilitating those func-
tions.” 

Originally from St. Louis, Dr. Ellis 
attended William and Mary for her de-
gree in gifted education. Her experience 
in gifted education was among the rea-
sons she wanted to come the MLWGS.  

“My entire purpose for going into the 
field of gifted education was to ulti-
mately work with gifted students,” said 
Dr. Ellis “While I’ve had other experi-
ences, I always wanted the opportunity-
if I was going to have an administrative 
position-to be closer to the students. 
This position gives me an opportunity to 
use my skill set both as an administrator, 
but also lets me be around gifted stu-
dents.” 

So far, her transition to MLWGS has 
been very smooth. 

“I feel very comfortable here, and 
everyone has been really welcoming,” 
said Dr. Ellis. The administration is 
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Dr. Ellis gears up for first year as Coordinator of Curriculum and Instruction at 
MLWGS. Photo by Annie Weidhaas.  
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wonderful, and the students are abso-
lutely fabulous. I feel really energized 
very morning.”  

Continued on page 6. 



he Governor’s School for Government and International 
Studies is about to begin its twentieth year as a magnet 
school in the Richmond area. In addition to this anniver-
sary is the ten year anniversary of the Governor’s 

School’s move to the Maggie L. Walker building.  
While the commitment to the students and to a standard of 

academic excellence has remained constant throughout the 
school’s history, much has changed since the school began. In 
fact, much in the school has changed since I arrived as a fresh-
man three years ago. 

When I entered for my freshman year, Mr. Doug Hunt was 
the Director and Mrs. Taylor, who had been with the school 
since its inception, was the Coordinator of Curriculum. Now, 
Mr. Fred Morton is entering his second year as the Director, 
and Dr. Wendy Ellis is beginning her freshman year as Mrs. 
Taylor’s replacement. 

Of the teachers who have been with the school since its 
founding in 1991, only Mrs. Mary Jane McKay and Mr. Phil 
Tharp remain. The question becomes now: In what direction 
will the school go as it prepares to enter its third decade of exis-
tence?  

At the class meetings this week, Mr. Morton stressed the 
importance of this question. In addition, Mr. Morton made it 
clear that he would like students to be involved in the process 
of working to shape the school’s direction.  

 Editorial   

T 

Editorial Policy: 
 

      The MLWGS Jabberwock covers 
news events related to the school 
community and provides a forum for 
students to share their ideas. State-
ments expressed by columnists or in 
letters to the editor do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the staff. How-
ever, all editorials are the combined 
work and ideas of both the Editor-in-
Chief and his staff.  
 All members of the MLWGS 
community are invited to submit let-
ters to the editor on any topic, al-
though the publication of all letters is 
not guaranteed. The newspaper re-
serves the right to edit letters for 
grammar, language and length. 
Please e-mail letters to newspa-
per@gsgis.k12.va.us. 
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Have an opinion? 
 

WRITE  A LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR 

 

newspaper@gsgis.k12.va.us 

The student body is part of a unique situation in that half of 
the student body has been at Maggie Walker longer than two of 
the school’s top administrators. Especially when you consider 
how receptive Mr. Morton and Dr. Ellis are to suggestions from 
the student body, students at MLWGS have been presented 
with an unprecedented opportunity to influence the direction of 
the school. 

Don’t let this opportunity pass you by. If you see something 
in the school that you think could be improved, speak up, be-
cause now is the time when the students will be listened to. The 
actions you take now could not only benefit you, but it could 
benefit the next twenty years of MLWGS students as well.  
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 This year when MLWGS students 
returned to school for the new year, they 
were greeted by the sight of new televi-
sions, projectors, and technology 
throughout the school. 
 Since then I have heard more than a 
fair share of my fellow students grum-
bling about where the money for such 
technology came from and why the 
school chose to make such an invest-
ment in troubled times. 
 In all honesty, I have to admit that I 
too was eager to criticize the discovery 
of “new money”. Difficult financial 
times make for easy skepticism of any 
unexplained spending or conspicuous 
purchases. 
 However, that skepticism and gen-
eral insecurity that comes with a time of 
budget cuts and fear of change has 
equally simplistic answer: knowledge. 
 In reality, looking at the facts shows 
both need and foresight in current school 
spending. The purchase of new televi-
sions for the bluestone commons and 
hallways comes from the end of a 10 
year contract for the use of the analog 
sets, many of which were in disrepair 
and of little use for real communication. 
 The new sets, built into the budget 
several years in advance, were part of a 

plan to better communicate announce-
ments through streaming data on any-
thing from late buses to club meetings. 
 Likewise, the newly added projectors 
and “smart” white boards were part of 
the technology refresh that occurs for 
specific products every three years, a 
formula that has long been used in budg-
eting by the administration. 
 Technology aside, the administration 
has dealt with a 6 percent overall budget 
reduction without what I would deem 
noticeable changes in student life; man-
aging to maintain a balanced budget 
after major cuts in the contributions 
from localities. 
 However, that also may change in 
the coming year. Beginning next year, 
the state will lift a “hold harmless” post-
ponement of changes in the composite 
index and technology funding. 
 Clearly the exact amounts and effects 
are not yet known; but there is the poten-
tial for a damaging reduction in state aid 
to MLWGS. 
 So what is the lesson to be learned 
from this year’s technology changes? 
For me, it is a recommendation to both 
the administration and the student body. 
 As the school grapples with a rapidly 

changing economy, I urge the admini-
stration not only to remain transparent in 
answering budgetary questions, as they 
are now, but also to be proactive in ex-
plaining spending to the student commu-
nity. 
 Money is a big deciding factor in 
school decision making, and keeping 
students aware of that process is essen-
tial for their understanding of the effects. 
 However, that is not to say that stu-
dents should sit idly and wait to hear 
about the budget. It is equally important 
that students educate themselves about 
the plans that affect them. 
 Students should seek out information 
about the budget process, and how the 
school plans to deal with changes at the 
state and local level. 
 Since budgetary changes have the 
potential to affect classes, clubs and pro-
grams that students may care deeply 
about, it is partially their duty to under-
stand theses changes. 
 In times such as these, students must 
rely on themselves to advocate for what 
they care about. Without knowledge, 
advocacy means nothing.  

Opinion 
By Logan Ferrell (’11) 
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One of the new televisions bought this year 
hangs in front of the auditorium. Photo by 
Annie Weidhaas. 

Students watch the television in the commons for 
updates on announcements at the end of the day. 
Photo by Annie Weidhaas . 



 
 
 
 
 

By Natalie Pita 
 
174 incoming freshmen  

attended the Class of 2014 
Freshman Orientation on 
August 31st and September 
1st. The two day session al-
lowed students to get to 
know the school, socialize, 
and prepare for starting at 
MLWGS. 

“If I hadn’t had 
[Freshman Orientation], I 
wouldn’t be able to navi-
gate,” said Livvy Call (’14). 
“I’d be totally lost.” 

The first day consisted 
of a welcome administration, 
a presentation from a Maggie 
L. Walker National Histori-
cal Site ranger, an Honor 
Council presentation, a tech-
nology lesson, a community 
service fair, and a mock 
schedule run-through. 

“The mock schedule, 
getting to go back and meet 
all of the teachers was defi-
nitely the most helpful,” said 
Julie Wells (’14). 

“Just going where my 
classes are has been helpful,” 

said David Clayton (’14). 
 The Class of 2014 was 

also given the opportunity to 
eat in the cafeteria and buy 
lunch from the Governor’s 
Grille for the first time. 

“I learned that I should 
bring a lunch to school be-
cause the lines are too long,” 
said Call. 

The second day included 
presentations on the student 
handbook, getting good 
grades, technology, and men-
tal expectations at  MLWGS, 
as well an ice cream social. 

 “A lot of the [school’s] 
layout is becoming more 
familiar now,” said Matthew 
King (’14). 

Student Ambassadors 
were responsible for showing 
the freshmen around the 
school.  

This year’s Freshman 
Orientation also replaced the 
Dodgeball Tournament with 
a Scavenger Hunt . The hunt 
took students to key school 
locations such as the Fresh-
man commons, the gym hall, 
the weight room, the Guid-

ance Office, the Forum, and 
the Black Box. 

“We thought dodge ball 
was enjoyed by some stu-
dents, but we didn’t see eve-
ryone participating,” said 
Mr. Zweerink, Freshman 
Guidance Counselor. “We 
wanted to come up with an 
activity that everyone could 
participate in and would 
want to participate in.” 

Some Student Ambassa-
dors agreed that the Scaven-
ger Hunt was helpful, but for 
different reasons. 

“I think the Scavenger 
Hunt helped them more [than 
dodgeball],” said María José 
Araújo (‘14), a Student Am-
bassador. “They’ll probably 
still get lost, but they’ll know 
where things are a little bet-
ter now.” 

A Naviance learning 
style inventory was also 
taken on the second day by 
the incoming students. The 
technology lessons were bro-
ken up between two days this 
year, instead of having one 
technology section like last 
year. 

The two days of orienta-
tion gave some incoming 
freshmen even more to look 
forward to about MLWGS. 

“The environment, the 
more freedoms that I didn’t 
have at my old school” 
sounds like a major highlight 
about MLWGS to Julie 
Wells (’14). David Clayton 
(’14) decided to attend 
MLWGS because he hoped 
the school would be a 
“challenge for me academi-
cally.” 

Call is excited about the 
classes at MLWGS, like the 
languages and jazz band. 
Matthew King is looking 
forward to join the Model 

United Nations Club. 
Joby George (’14) 

thought the best part of the 
entire orientation was 
“getting to know our teachers 
and classmates before school 
starts.” 

The Freshman Orienta-
tion gave the freshmen the 
chance to meet their teachers 
and their class sponsor. 

The Class of 2014 is Mr. 
Barnes, who also sponsored 
the class of 2008. 

“So far, I think they are 
a fantastic group. They seem 
to be a very capable group, 
and very enthusiastic,” said 
Mr. Barnes. 

Mr. Barnes discussed 
some of the class activities 
with the freshman during the 
orientation, including the 
Fall Festival T-shirt sale, the 
election of class officers, and 
the Freshman Lock-in. 

The Class of 2014 also 
had the chance to speak with 
some administrators, includ-
ing Mr. Morton, Dr. Ellis, 
and Mr. Zweerink. 

“They seem to be a great 
class. They seem to be fo-
cused, cooperative, friendly, 
enthusiastic, and looking 
forward to a great four 
years,” said Mr. Zweerink. 

Overall, many of the 
S t uden t  Am ba ssa dor s 
thought that the Freshman 
Orientation was helpful to 
the freshmen. 

“From what I saw, they 
all seemed to find it very 
helpful, with opening their 
lockers, meeting their teach-
ers, and just meeting new 
people,” said Charlotte Carr 
(‘13), a Student Ambassa-
dors. “I remember [Freshman 
Orientation] being helpful 
for me when I had it last 
year.” 
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The Class of 2014 hangs out in the Freshman Commons 
before school. Photo by Natalie Pita. 



By Emlyn Crenshaw 
 
 Representatives from the popular 

non-profit organization Invisible Chil-
dren will spend the day at Maggie 
Walker on September 22nd, speaking at 
assemblies, in classes, and in an optional 
after-school session.  

 Invisible Children is a non-profit 
organization that seeks to end violence 
in Uganda and its neighbors in Central 
Africa, with particular focus on the issue 
of child soldiers. It is specifically aimed 
at youth and is enthusiastic about partici-
pation of the younger generation. 

“This organization is geared towards 
high school and college students and 
ways to get them involved and taking 
action to better the global community,” 
said Mrs. Dwelle, who is coordinating 
the organization’s visit. “It’s very much 
an organization that we think likes our 
students, and our students will like what 
they’re doing.” 

Invisible Children, already familiar 
with MLWGS due to their participation 
in the 2008 Governor’s School Model 
United Nations Conference, contacted 

the school over the summer about possi-
bly visiting as part of their national 
“Face-to-Face” tour. 

Spokesmen for the group, as well as 
Ugandan partners of Invisible Children, 
will be sharing experiences and answer-
ing questions at an assembly in the 
morning that students will attend during 
either 1st or 3rd period.  

In the afternoon, the representatives 
will be visiting various classes to con-
tinue discussion. An optional-attendance 
after-school session will also be avail-
able in the forum to students who wish 
to get more involved in global activism. 

 “If you’re interested in learning 
how to make things happen as a young 
person wanting to get involved, coming 
to the after-school session in the Forum 
would be a good idea,” said Mrs. 
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Dwelle.  
During lunch, the Invisible Children 

representatives will be accepting dona-
tions and selling company merchandise 
like stickers, pins, bracelets, and shirts.   

Some are looking forward to the 
Invisible Children’s visit as an opportu-
nity for personal enrichment. 

“It gives us a chance to see what it’s 
like in other countries for less privileged 
kids,” said Ethan Farrow (’12). 

 “Though a lot of people know about 
[Invisible Children], they don’t know 
whole details, so I think it’d be really 
interesting to learn more about it,” said 
Margaret Rawls (’13). 

Many others feel that learning about 
Invisible Children will contribute to the 
global mission of MLWGS and extend 
some lessons beyond the classroom. 

 “[The visit] fits in very nicely with 
the curriculum of what we’re doing this 
year with Africa in Global Studies and 
some of the issues that we’ll raise there,” 
said Mrs. Dwelle.  

“I think it’s important that we’re 
aware about what’s going on and how 
we can help, because…the school is 
trying to create leaders of people who 
will later make a difference in the world 
and just be culturally aware of the issues 
we are facing,” said Kaleigh Thomas 
(’13). 

Jessica Chaoul (‘11) and Teresa Dula (‘11) look forward to Invisible Children’s visit 
next week. Photo by Emlyn Crenshaw.  

This organization is geared 
towards high school and col-

lege students and ways to get 
them involved and taking action 

to better the global  
community. 

Representatives to Share Stories, Visit Classes, Sell Merchandise, And Offer After-School Workshop. 

“We are storytellers. We are 
visionaries, humanitarians, art-
ists, and entrepreneurs. We are 
individuals part of a generation 
eager for change and willing to 
pursue it... We use the power of 
media to inspire young people 
to help end the longest running 
war in Africa.” 
 
To learn more about the non-profit, visit 
www.invisiblechildren.com 



 
Athletic Boosters Sponsors 

Parents Meeting 
 

The Athletic Boosters spon-
sored the first Parents Meeting for 
the 2010 fall sports on Tuesday, 
August 31st at 6:00 pm. This year 
was the first time that all sports 
met for a joint meeting. 

Barbara Reese, the Athletic 
Boosters chair, discussed ideas to 
raise funds for the 70 percent of 
MLWGS students who play 
school sports. Reese also ex-
plained the need for parent volun-
teers, hoping for 100 percent par-
ent participation this year. 

The meeting reviewed the 
benefits of sports for students, as 
sports help students reach their 
goals, meet new people, and learn 
how to handle both success and 
disappointment. Ms. Reese 
thanked parents for the time sacri-
fice and schedule changes that 
parents make to enable their child 
to play sports.  

The Athletic Boosters talked 
about sports eligibility rules and 
tips for preventing a concussion, 
as well as review the importance 
of keeping a good diet and staying 
healthy. 

Continued from front page. 
 
“It’s wonderful to be able to work 

every day and not feel like it’s work. 
The students’ energy is almost palpable. 
It’s been a great start. I’m really enjoy-
ing it.” 

Some students are concerned that a 
new administrator would mean addi-
tional changes to the school. At this 
point, Dr. Ellis does not plan on making 
any changes to MLWGS. 

“I think it would be very presumptu-
ous of me to immediately try and make 
changes when I haven’t had the opportu-
nity to see whether any changes would 
need to be made,” said Dr. Ellis. “Any 
growth would be a partnership with stu-
dents, parents, and the community.  No 
one person or even the administration 
would make changes by themselves. 
Any sort of changes, will not be any one 
person’s decision but will be the result 
of a lot of dialogue going on with vari-
ous people.” 

Prior to her current role at MLWGS, 
she was a teacher for 17 years in the 
International Baccalaureate program at 
Henrico High School, a district gifted 
coordinator, and an assistant principal. 
Her last position was the principal of 
Essex Intermediate School in Tappahan-
nock, VA.  

Despite her lengthy experience in 
the education field, Dr. Ellis did not 
originally plan on being an educator.  

“My first job was actually as a pro-
fessional singer at 16,” said Dr. Ellis. “I 
did not start off in the field of education. 
That was not even on my radar when I 

was young.” 

She studied voice for two years at 
St. Louis University.  

“In school, I mainly studied classi-
cal music, but I sang pop music, opera, 
and jazz,” said Dr. Ellis.  

 

The birth of her son changed Dr. 
Ellis’ life dramatically.  

“After I had my son, I was just 
really fascinated by him and he inspired 
me to go into education,” said Dr. Ellis.  

Her passion in gifted education has 
led her to pursue a PhD from William 
and Mary in educational policy, plan-
ning and leadership, with an emphasis in 
gifted education administration. 

“Over the summer, unfortunately, I 
didn’t get a chance to travel or anything 
because I was too busy defending and 
revising my dissertation,” said Dr. Ellis. 
“Hopefully next year will be better. I’ve 
planned a trip to Italy, which I’m really 
excited about.” 

In her spare time, Dr. Ellis enjoys 
singing, reading, and cooking. 

“I’m a vegan, so I really have a 
great time trying to come up with substi-
tutions for foods that the rest of my fam-
ily will eat.”  

This year, Dr. Ellis is looking for-
ward to attending more sports events.  

“I really want to attend more field 
hockey games, because I used to play 
field hockey. I’m also really excited 
about dodgeball; I hear that’s really big 
around here,” she said. 

But most of all, Dr. Ellis wants to 
meet more students.  

“I hope they know they can see me 
for anything. I love gifted students,” said 
Dr. Ellis.  

Dr. Ellis has also continued Ms. 
Taylor’s tradition of having M&Ms in 
her office—with her own twist. 

“I always have M&Ms in my office. 
There are dark chocolate and milk 
chocolate ones. I like to give everyone 
some choice.” 
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Any sort of changes, will 
not be any one person’s  
decision but will be the  

result of a lot of dialogue 
going on with various  

people.” 

My first job was actually 
as a professional singer at 
16. I did not start off in the 
field of education. That was 
not even on my radar when I 

was young. 




