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 Instead of arriving to school at 8:35, 

some seniors came to MWLGS as early 

as 5 am on June 1ðnot for classes, but 

for their senior prank.  

 Many members of the Class of 2011 

camped out in the student parking lot, 

parked their cars to form the year 2011 

and tailgated cars to prevent them from 

entering the parking lot. They also  used 

chalk to write on the sidewalks. 

 ñI really liked [the prank] as far as 

the camp-out beforehand. It was a lot 

less annoying than other years, for sure, 

and it was a good way for seniors to 

bond together,ò said Anna Spiers (ô11). 

ñI thought it was a win-win kind of 

event, and no harm came from it.ò 

 ñI thought it was creative,ò said Mr. 

Fred Morton, MLWGS Director. ñIt was 

something that really did not cause any 

harm.ò 

 Some seniors saw the prank as suc-

cessful because of the frustration it 

caused students and faculty. 

 ñIt was great because it inconven-

ienced the lives of many who werenôt 

seniors,ò said Johnny Tomlin (ô11). 

 ñI think it successfully frustrated a 

lot of people, which is the goal,ò said 

Monet Weldon (ô11).  

 This prank did cause some students 

to be late to school, and some received 

unexcused tardies. Five students re-

ceived excused tardies while eight stu-

dents received unexcused tardies. 

 ñYes, it did create a little commo-

tion, but it did so in a way that was 

thoughtful, creative, and fun, and still 

made a mark for the class,ò said Mr. 

Morton. 

 Many seniors enjoyed the prank be-

cause they viewed it as a bonding expe-

rience for the Class of 2011. 

 ñI thought it brought us all a little 

closer together and let us have a little 

fun together because as a senior class we 

havenôt had that much fun this year to-

gether,ò said Weldon. 

 ñI thought it was pretty funny and 

memorable, too, because it showed how 

our class was able to work together as a 

unit to do something,ò said Sechemelia 

Lewis (ô11).  

 Although many seniors think that the 

prank was successful, not everyone was 

completely satisfied. 

 ñIt was a little lame, but it was fun,ò 

said Chloe Simpson (ô11). ñWe had to 

put everything back before everyone got 

to school anyway.ò 

 The more controversial part of the 

senior prank involved placing a video on 

the school computers of ñRainbow 
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Seniors Lindsay Maguire, Niccolo Seligmann, Sara Mitchell, and Dominique 

Vines hang out by a pool in the student parking lot as part of the senior prank. 

Photo by Emlyn Crenshaw. 

Chicken Dance.ò 

 ñIt was just a funny video, just 

light-hearted fun,ò said Joy White-

hurst (ô11). ñIt wasnôt anything 

trashy.ò 
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It showed how our 

class was able to 

work together as a 

unit to do something. 



enior activities are becoming quite the debatable issue 

for the past couple weeks as school comes to a close, 

even though there is really no need for this constant 

controversy. 

 Senior Skip Day is one of the most important activities sen-

iors partake in during their senior year. With senior pranks and 

increasing senioritis, it becomes an issue that seniors are seen as 

overstepping their limits and are not entitled to play jokes or 

slack off. 

 I understand this school is an exception from other high 

schools. We have a generally more dedicated student body, and 

I believe that is precisely the reason seniors do, in fact, feel they 

have a right to certain privileges. 

 I write this editorial with the disclaimer I am not yet a sen-

ior and have not yet completely experienced the real effects of 

senioritis, nor do I have as much of a right to complain as those 

who have been at MLWGS a year longer that I have. However, 

I do believe that I get the general idea of senior skip day: it's 

simply a rite of passage. 

 Senior Skip Day used to be an excused absence for seniors. 

When this was taken away and seniors were told if they skipped 

they would be counted unexcused, it caused problems. Students 

were angry because taking away a senior privilege seems cruel. 

But it can also be seen as a blessing. 

 It gives senior classes in the future the chance to really 

make the point they are trying to make: Iôm not coming to 
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school because I donôt want to. 

 To express an opinion, do you really want to make a state-

ment that is approved by those who you oppose? Making it an 

excused absence gives you an easy way out. Now itôs become a 

challenge. 

 The point of senior skip day is to rebel against what is ex-

pected of you, to not show up to school. If youôre going to skip, 

just skip. You donôt need your parents to call in saying youôre 

excused (Of course I understand that to exempt from some of 

your exams you canôt take the risk of having an unexcused ab-

sence). 

 Iôm sure the original intent of the administration making 

senior skip day unexcused wasnôt to give you a way to rebel 

more. But thinking of it that way certainly makes it seem more 

exciting.  All four years we push through APs, dual-

enrollments, honors classes, exams, club meetings, and commu-

nity service. And quite frankly, it's exhausting. 

 Yes, Iôm telling you to skip school one day, only because I 

have always seen Senior Skip Day as a form of passive re-

sistance that gives you an opportunity to (peacefully) make a 

point to the administration. 

 What Iôm really trying to say is that the battle between the 

administration and students of senior privileges is a tug of war 

that neither side will ever win. Senior Skip Day is a battle that 

seniors can win however. It just requires some positive thinking 

and risk-taking.   -AW 
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 While some seniors 

thought the prank was innoc-

uous, many of the school 

administrators found the 

prank with the computers 

disruptive. 

 ñPranks are great, but 

freedoms are only free until 

they negatively impact other 

peopleôs opportunity to 

learn,ò said Mr. Morton. 

ñThis negatively impacted 

the school in a major way, 

not a minor way.ò 

 The program, which was 

added to more than 40 of the 

schoolôs computers, changed 

the startup of the computers 

so that the video would play 

when a student or faculty 

member tried to log on to the 

computer.  

 At least 9 to 10 classes 

were not able to get work 

done during class. 

 ñI think the impression of 

many students is that a sim-

ple reboot would solve the 

problem,ò said Mr. Morton. 

ñThat was not the case.ò 

 In order to fix the com-

puters, the administration 

had to find a copy of the pro-

gram. They initially used a 

copy of the program on a 

CD, and then tried using a 

jump-drive when the CD 

would not work.  

 When they still were not 

able to solve the problem, the 

administrators realized that 

they needed the original copy 

of the program. A jumpdrive 

with the original copy was 

turned into the administra-

tion during lunch on June 1. 

 Evan Wang (ô11), a stu-

dent involved in setting up 

the computer prank, was 

suspended from school, 

along with several other stu-

dents who contributed. 

 MLWGS students have 

shown their outrage for their 

punishment via Facebook. 

One student started a page 

called ñFree Wangò to show 

his support.  

 Another student formed 

an event called ñFree Wang 

& Fried Chicken Day,ò en-

couraging students to wear 

shirts that say ñFree Wangò 

to school on Friday. 

 Many students disagree 

with the punishment given to 

Wang. 

 ñIôm disappointed that 

the administration took [the 

prank] so seriously,ò said 

Weldon. ñClearly itôs our 

senior prank and [seniors] do 

stuff every year.ò 

 ñI think everyone overre-

acted to it,ò said Tess Ber-

tonneau (ô11). ñI think basi-

cally that people take it too 

seriously.ò 

 The administration feels 

that their reaction is appro-

priate. 

 ñI would hope collective-

ly that the student body can 

understand that messing with 

the computers is not some-

thing you should do,ò said 

Mr. Morton. 

 Mr. Morton does not be-

lieve that the students in-

volved with the prank meant 

to cause the major disrup-

tions, but he still believes 

there should be a punish-

ment. 

 ñWhether its good inten-

tions or not...clearly there 

need to be consequences,ò 

said Mr. Morton. ñThey 

should be appropriate and 

there should not be overreac-

tion, but there should be con-

sequences.ò 

 Despite the controversy, 

some students believe it was 

still better than last yearôs 

senior prank, which involved 

throwing water balloons into 

the Commons. 

 ñItôs better than last year 

because we havenôt caused 

any property damage or hurt 

anyone,ò said Connor Bar-

ranger (ô11). 
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Junior cars were not welcome in the student parking 

lot that was dominated by seniors on Wednesday.  

Many seniors arrived at school as early as 5 am on 

June 1 as part of their senior prank. Photos by Emlyn 

Crenshaw. 

One activity the senior class participated in was 

cooking breakfast foods out of the trunks of some of 

their cars. 



By Madeleine Jordan-Lord 

With multiple gigs at the National 

and the Camel, 418 Facebook fans, and a 

plethora of original songs, Herro Sugar 

has taken great strides since its inception 

two years ago.  

And the members are just freshmen.   

Herro Sugar consists of MLWGS 

students Jack Mayock (ô14), Noma Ill-

mensee (ô14), Jack Oliver (ô14), and 

Henrico Center for the Arts student Tris-

tan Fisher (ô14).  

ñAll of the members of Herro Sugar 

were friends before we were a band,ò 

said Mayock, Herro Sugarôs lead vocal-

ist. 

 The band has been playing music 

since January 2009. However, they have 

not always gone by the name Herro Sug-

ar. Their early band names included the 

Gear Age, the Pessmasters, Sons of 

Mouse, and the Merry Pranksters.  

According to Illmensee, bassist for 

Herro Sugar, the group settled on the 

name Herro Sugar in late summer 2010, 

after it was suggested by their friend 

Hooga Yousuph.  

According to Mayock, Herro Sugar 

truly came together at the end of their 

8th grade year, with a program at Seven 

Hills School that was started by former 

students Jacob Blizzard and Collin Pas-

tore. 

 ñWe started playing music together 

off and on, starting in seventh grade,ò 

said Mayock, ñMost of us had some mu-

sical experience beforehand.ò 

ñWe had written some instrumentals 

and a few lyricized songs at our start,ò 

said Illmensee. ñBut they were more 

tools to help us learn how to be a band 

than songs to play at shows.ò  

Herro Sugar had their first show at 

the Richmond Friends Quaker Meeting 

House for a talent show-like event. Later 

that week, Herro Sugar had their second 

gig, and according to Illmensee, ñmore 

officialò show at the Founderôs Day 

event at Seven Hills. Since then, they 

have developed a variety of original 

songs and have played at the Camel and 

the National. 

At first, Herro Sugar was a cover 

band, but, according to Illmensee, once 

they wrote some of their own songs, 

their sound, and genre, became more 

unified. 

ñHerro Sugar, to us, focuses around 

punk and indie rock,ò said Mayock, ñWe 

enjoy exploring other genres as well.ò 

ñOur songs Navy Blue and Happy 

New sum up the kind of indie-alt rock 

catchy feel we go for,ò said Illmensee. 

ñWhere songs like Chance and Teddy 

Bear go for a more punk sound, and 

songs like Tank and Cards branch into 

more post-rock sounds, with drone nois-

es and heavy guitars.ò  

Both Mayock and Illmensee agree 

that having the majority of Herro Sugar 

at MLWGS helps with communication 

and planning within the group. However, 

it makes it difficult to pass information 

along Fisher, who goes to the Henrico 

Center for the Arts.  

ñIt is a loss that Tristan can't be at 

Maggie Walker,ò said Illmensee.  ñBut 

we make the most of it and stay strong 

as a band, making each moment we have 

as a quartet count.ò 

According to both Mayock and Ill-

mensee, Herro Sugar plans to continue 

as a group throughout high school.     

ñHopefully, we'll grow as we get 

older and get more exposure, and see 

what happens,ò said Illmensee. ñWhat 

we experience playing music together is 

the best feeling in the world, and we 

want to share that with not just our 

friends, but with anyone that wants to 

listen.ò 
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Herro Sugar performs at the National on April 15, 2011. Photo Courtesy of Stuart 

Shepard.   

MLWGS freshman Jack Oliver  

creates a beat during Herro Sugarôs 

show at the National. Photo Courtesy 

of Stuart Shepard.   

[We] stay strong as a 

band, making each  

moment we have as a  

quartet count. 



By Harvey Creasey 

 

 Carytown is the dinner 

district of the City of Rich-

mond. With nearly sixty res-

taurants and grocers, there is 

a meal here for everyone. 

 After a satisfying meal, 

customers are looking for a 

nearby, reasonably-priced 

dessert. For years Bevôs 

Homemade Ice Cream has 

been the iconic Carytown 

dessert place. But since its 

opening just last year, frozen 

yogurt parlor Sweet Frog has 

brought competition. 

 I ordered the same flavor 

dessert at both restaurants: 

cookies and cream. The par-

lors both had their pros and 

cons, but in the end, there 

can only be one winner. 

 

Sweet Frog Premium 

Frozen Yogurt 
 My visit to the Carytown 

Sweet Frog was surprisingly 

a let-down. Though it is open 

until eleven oôclock at night, 

there are far more cons than 

pros. 

 There is a plethora of 

flavors there, as well as the 

opportunity to create a swirl 

of two different flavors. The 

topping bar has anything you 

can think to put on frozen 

yogurt, with just as much 

fruit as there is candy. Any-

thing from blackberries to 

Sour Patch Kids can be 

found on the topping bar. 

Frozen yogurt is also signifi-

cantly healthier than ice 

cream, appealing to a more 

health-conscious audience. 

 The size of the Sweet 

Frog shop provides space for 

a large group or a single-

person party. The size may 

be accommodating, but the 

seating arrangement is quite 

the opposite. 

 Sweet Frogôs first flaw is 

the tables, chairs and over-

head lights. The tables and 

chairs spin and are height 

adjustable. I arrived at a high 

table with low chairs, which 

was proof that they are mere-

ly toys. The overhead retro 

lights are about five and a 

half feet off the ground, and I 

ran into at least four while I 

was there. 

 The cookies and cream 

yogurt lacked the texture of 

the cookie crumbles, and was 

instead a blend of the two.  

 You serve yourself the 

whole way, slowing down 

the overall flow of the line. 

When I finally got to the 

register, the yogurt was no 

longer as frozen as I would 

have liked. Even though it is 

a frozen yogurt and not ice 

cream, it was an unusually 

unpleasant experience. 

 The pricing at Sweet 

Frog is unique. Like a candy 

store, there is a price per unit 

of weight, plus tax. Each 

ounce of frozen yogurt and 

toppings is thirty-nine cents, 

making a small amount 

cheap and a lot rather expen-

sive. 

 Overall, Sweet Frog is far 

from ideal. It is the brightest 

shop in all of Carytown, and 

it plays the loudest music. 

The plastic lawn chairs out 

front take up half the side-

walk, so pedestrians walking 

by are inconvenienced. Plus, 

the tables and chairs are just 

plain dirty. They appear to 

not have been cleaned in 

weeks, yet there is a fully 

capable staff. 

 So an obnoxiously gaudy 

frozen yogurt parlor with 

loud music and unclean fur-

niture looses this battle. 

   

 Bevôs Homemade Ice 

Cream and Cafe 
 At Bevôs, my visit was 

much smoother. The staff 

served me, which is always 

nice, and itôs authentic, 

homemade ice cream. The 

staff is cheerful and the qui-

etness of the parlor makes 

for good reading or thinking 

time. The occasional placid 

music is easy to listen to, and 

it doesnôt distract from what-

ever you chose to do here. 

 The ice cream is home-

made, making it rich and 

creamy and fulfilling. The 

cookies and cream was per-

fect temperature, as was the 

texture.  

 However there isnôt a 

large selection of flavors to 

chose from. They have the 

usual chocolate, vanilla, 

strawberry as well as other 

common specialties like nea-

politan and mint chocolate 

chip.  

 Bevôs twelve flavors are 

more expensive, but the 

scrumptiousness of the des-

sert is worth it 

 There is far less space 

here than at Sweet Frog, but 
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Overall, Sweet 

Frog is far      

from ideal. 

Sweet Frog 

Rating:  
 

 

Sweet Frog in Carytownôs front window, with the topping 

bar in the background. Photo courtesy of eatingbirdfood.net. 



 

Brie Cifu 

 Cifu took the Journalism class her 

freshman year with Ms. Losen, and has 

since then served as Review Editor. 

 ñI took Journalism because I liked 

the rigmarole of writing articles,ò said 

Cifu. ñBeing an editor gave me more 

excuses to see movies and do media-

type things. It was a good way to com-

bine them.ò 

 During her three years as an editor, 

Cifu has reviewed movies, TV shows, 

music, restaurants, plays, and even a 

museum. 

 ñI enjoyed getting to work with the 

editors, bouncing ideas off each other, 

and writing articles about movies that I 

love,ò said Cifu. 

 One of the articles that Cifu is most 

proud of is her Justin Bieber article. She 

thinks she argued her opinion well, alt-

hough not everyone agreed with her 

opinion. 

 ñIôm most proud of the articles that 

have been well-written and well-

reasoned but that some people didnôt 

like,ò said Cifu. 

 Before she leaves, Cifu offers some 

advice for future editors and members of 

the newspaper staff. 

 ñDonôt write your articles at the very 

last minute, because then they will be 

terrible and you will have to revise them 

a lot,ò said Cifu. ñGo for articles that 

have more prevalence in your school and 

are what people care about.ò 

 Next year Cifu plans to attend the pre

-med program at University of Virginia. 

She is considering continuing with jour-

nalism. 

 

Henry Woodburn 

 When the Jabberwock begins to pub-

lish again next year, Co-Sports Editor 

Henry Woodburn will be sorely missed. 

Woodburnôs consistent contribution to 

the paper, whether by doing the athlete 

of the issue or helping collect scores for 

the scoreboard, was part of what made 

the sports pages a reality. 

 Woodburn, who plans to attend Wil-

liam and Mary next year, was always 

willing to take on an article, even if that 

meant calling the new boysô basketball 

coach. Though he only joined the jour-

nalism class as a junior and was an actu-

al editor for one year, his senior leader-

ship was exemplary. Even when he was 

writing an article or working on athlete 

of the issue, Woodburn was willing to 

take pictures for another reporter, even if 

they involved staying after school purely 

for a chess match. Woodburn will be 

remembered as a reporter who was easy 

to work alongside of and fun to work 

with.    

Emlyn Crenshaw 
 Crenshaw worked as News Editor 

during her senior year, after taking the 

Journalism class her junior year. 

 ñI really like to write, and I was in-

terested in becoming more involved in 

the school,ò said Crenshaw. ñIt also 

seemed like it was an elective that was 

useful. I could have taken art or some-

thing like that, but newspaper was some-

thing more substantial.ò 

 In addition to serving as News Edi-

tor, Crenshaw took Journalism II her 

senior year and started Jabberwock TV. 

 ñIôve tried to bring a little more than 

just writing articles,ò said Crenshaw. 

ñIôm glad I didnôt limit what I was writ-

ing and working on just because I was 

News Editor.ò 

 According to Crenshaw, writing on 

the newspaper made her feel like ñan 

integral part of the school.ò 

 ñItôs nice to be able to walk up to 

important people in the schooléand get 

the low-down on things before everyone 

else,ò said Crenshaw. 

 Crenshaw also said that she always 

had fun working with editors at the 

meetings, despite the fact that she and 

other members of the staff complained 

about the work. 

 ñIts fun, but then it also has its seri-

ous side,ò said Crenshaw. 

 Crenshaw hopes that future editors 

and members of the Jabberwock staff 

work to continue one of her personal 

goals as a journalist. 

 ñMake the newspaper and make jour-

nalism as prevalent as possible in the 

school,ò said Crenshaw. 

Crenshaw will attend Georgetown 

University next year, and plans to have 

some involvement with journalism in the 

future. She sees many opportunities for 

herself in the field of communications, 

and she would love to be an intern with 

the National Public Radio. 
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Photo by Natalie Pita. 

Photo by Matthew Ruskin. 

Photo courtesy of Emlyn Crenshaw. 



Charles Condro (ô11) 

took journalism as an elec-

tive freshman year, and has 

been contributing to the Jab-

berwock ever since. 

Condro began to help 

with distribution of the news-

paper halfway through his 

freshman year, acting as pub-

licity director. 

He served as News Editor 

his sophomore and junior 

years, and senior year he 

took the title of Editor-in-

Chief, bringing his own 

unique leadership style to the 

publication of the Jabber-

wock. 

ñIt was really interesting 

to find out what was happen-

ing behind the scenes before 

other students did,ò said 

Condro on his experience 

working with the newspaper. 

ñI really enjoyed working 

with faculty members that I 

wouldnôt have otherwise 

gotten work with.ò 

Throughout his career at 

MLWGS, Condro was an 

active member of many dif-

ferent school clubs an organ-

izations, including being a 

part of Honor Council, Stu-

dent Ambassadors, Model 

Congress, and Young Repub-

licans. 

With having a year filled 

with other commitments and 

classes, including being a 

part of the We The People 

national-championship win-

ning team, the dedication 

Condro put into helping the 

paper and his fellow editors 

was incredible. 

ñI really enjoyed hanging 

out when we would lay out 

the paper. I was probably 

sometimes more a distraction 

than a help, but fun was had 

by all.ò 

Condro will be attending 

Yale University next year. 

ñIôm going to study histo-

ry, but I donôt really know 

where thatôs going to lead 

me. Probably law school.ò 

The MLWGS communi-

ty, especially the Jabberwock 

staff, will certainly miss 

Condroôs witty editorials, 

strong leadership and humor 

next year. Itôs certain he will 

succeed no matter where he 

goes or what path he follows. 

 

Logan Ferrell  

Logan Ferrell has been 

one of the driving forces 

behind the Jabberwock for 

the past four years. From his 

time as a journalism student 

to the derisive columns he 

has written as opinion editor 

for the past three years, Lo-

gan has been committed to 

the newspaper. 

ñThe best part about 

working on the [Jabberwock] 

staff was having a pulpit for 

my own views,ò says Ferrell, 

who has left a legacy at this 

school through his often con-

troversial opinions about 

school, national and interna-

tional policies. 

ñThe [opinion] which got 

the most backlash was the 

one in which I proposed 

abolishing the art require-

ment [at MLWGS],ò says 

Ferrell, who noted that this 

above all of his other col-

umns was controversial be-

cause it resulted in criticism 

from students, faculty, and 

alumni. 

While Ferrell has spent a 

lot of his time at MLWGS 

writing for the Jabberwock, 

he has also been heavily in-

volved in other school activi-

ties, including Model UN, 

the German Club and Honor 

Society, and was the only 

member of We The People 

team XV to serve on two 

separate units. 

Ferrell, who will be at-

tending The College of Wil-

liam and Mary, specifically 

its joint program with The 

University of St. Andrews 

over the next four years, has 

been an integral part of the 

newspaper staff during his 

time at MLWGS, and his 

fiery opinions, as well as his 

countless contributions to 

this school, will be sorely 

missed in the fall. 
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Bevôs Homemade Ice Cream store front in Carytown. 

Photo courtesy of media4.ct.com. 
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fewer people and less noise. 

The furniture appears to be 

sanitary, and the chairs are 

actually comfortable. 

 Groups are welcome at 

Bevôs too, but they could 

quickly fill up the parlor. 

 Another perk to eating at 

Bevôs is the free water. 

Sweet Frog bothered to place 

their table of Styrofoam 

bowls right in front of the 

only usable water fountain in 

the store, providing no free 

water to customers. Bevôs 

will happily give you a glass 

of ice water, free of charge. 

 Bevôs will also appeal to 

an older audience, since it 

was founded almost forty 

years ago. It is family-

owned, and partially family 

run, making it a much more 

classic place to enjoy a des-

sert. 

 Bevôs Homemade Ice 

Cream clearly takes the prize 

in this competition. Sweet 

Frog is less expensive and 

better for groups, but Bevôs 

has better overall appeal. 

Charles Condro 



By Abigail Simon 

Some teachers focus on the class-

room, putting effort into interesting les-

son plans.  Others are involved in many 

facets of school life, sponsoring clubs 

and other activities.   

Social Studies teacher Sarah Dwelle 

manages to be both. 

She will be leaving at the end of this 

year, however, to stay home with her 

two young children. 

MLWGS is the only school where 

Mrs. Dwelle has ever taught, and her 

teaching experience is intertwined with 

her MLWGS experience. 

ñI canôt at this point imagine teach-

ing anywhere else,ò she said. 

This is not the first time Mrs. Dwelle 

has left and come back; she took part of 

a year off when each of her children was 

born. This leave of absence, though, 

unlike the others, will not have a definite 

end. 

In her nine years at MLWGS, Mrs. 

Dwelle has taught Global Studies, AP 

US History, Honors US History and, for 

the first time this year, twentieth century 

US Popular Culture. 

When asked about the classes she 

has taught, she said she has enjoyed each 

one.  

ñAll of them [have been good] in 

different ways,ò she says.  Iôve had the 

chance to do so many fun things.ò 

Besides teaching, Mrs. Dwelle has 

worked with multiple clubs in her years 

at MLWGS.  In her first two years, she 

was the MLWGS faculty sponsor for the 

Virginia Student-Parent Mock Elections, 

and the now non-existent Youth Policy 

Forum.  She also spent seven years su-

pervising Model United Nations, which 

she especially enjoyed. 

ñModel UN just [allowed me] to be 

able to really get to know students out-

side of class,ò Mrs. Dwelle said.  

Just this year, she oversaw the found-

ing of a MLWGS club to support the 

national organization Invisible Children. 

Mrs. Dwelle has also travelled as a 

chaperone with multiple groups of stu-

dents.  She accompanied four We the 

People teams to national competitions 

with now-former coach Phil Sorrentino 

and in 2005 went on an exchange trip to 

Japan led by former language teacher 

Connie Schuler. 

Mrs. Dwelle does not yet know 

whether she will be able to return to 

MLWGS later. She said she cannot 

know if it will work with her life or if 

there will be a position available.  If the 

opportunity arises, however, she said she 

would want to teach at MLWGS again. 

ñI think itôséreally an exceptional 

place,ò she said.  ñI think really both the 

national and local reputations have only 

grown. 

According to Social Studies depart-

ment chair John Wilkes, Mrs. Dwelle 

has been an important part of the faculty. 

ñMrs. Dwelle is one of the depart-

mentôs very top classroom educators,ò 

said Mr. Wilkes.  ñTo be a true class-

room superstar is not as common in edu-

cation as you might thinkéMrs. Dwelle 

might very well be the best the depart-

ment has.ò 
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Mrs. Dwelle is one of  

the departmentõs very 

top classroom  

educators. 

Mrs. Dwelle (center) stands with the 2007-2008 MLWGS Model UN team in front 

of the UVA Rotunda. Photo courtesy of Mrs. Dwelle. 

Mrs. Dwelle chaperoned a Japanese 

exchange trip in 2005. Photo courtesy 

of Mrs. Dwelle. 



By Wil Payne 

 

While a lot of MLWGS students 

spread themselves thin over a dozen 

academic and special interest clubs and 

athletics, two juniors have their mind set 

to take the worldðwell, almost. 

Eric Ott (ô12) and Dylan Fauss (ô12) 

put this plan into motion when they de-

cided to throw their name in the ring for 

Junior Class Presidents last year. 

ñOriginally Eric and I just joked 

around about running for class office,ò 

said Fauss. ñAt first we just were having 

fun making campaign posters, but then 

we decided we really could and wanted 

to win. Thatôs when we went for it.ò  

Their campaign posters ranged from 

self-directed humor over photoshopping 

to promises of help during the predicted 

Mayan apocalypse. 

Despite the good fun in campaign-

ing, the two ran under a legitimate plat-

form.  

ñWe saw problems with our class, 

and we really had good ideas about how 

to fix them,ò said Ott of their perceived 

state of the junior class. ñWe felt like we 

could actually do something to benefit 

the class.ò 

Even with a platform in mind, the 

two knew they needed more campaign-

ing ideas to bring change to the junior 

class than ñdonut briberyò or flashy 

posters. They needed to cement them-

selves as the frontrunner. With a video 

camera and a loosely-written script, they 

came together on a weekend and created 

a campaign advertisement. 

ñFor most of our sophomore year, we 

were relatively unknown... By releasing 

a funny campaign ad we gave people a 

reason to vote for us,ò said Fauss. 

The news of the video spread around 

the class quickly, citing its tongue-in-

cheek approach at fixing the MLWGS 

Class of 2012. After two runoffs, the duo 

won, and began to take in the perks of 

presidency. 

ñThree or four people in the class 

regularly refer to me as óMr. President,ô 

so I guess thatôs pretty cool,ò said Ott. 

ñEveryone in the class knows you at 

some level. This allows us to interact 

with the whole class,ò said Fauss. 

Coming off of the successful venture 

of the campaign ad, which they say won 

them office, the two decided to translate 

the idea into a monthly webcast for the 

Junior Class.  

ñWe spend roughly 4 hours filming 

everything,ò said Ott. ñThen it takes me 

an additional 2 or 3 hours to edit the 

whole thing.ò 

The work of the webcast does have a 

purpose.  

ñWhen planning we like to engage 

the class with something relevant to eve-

ryone,ò said Fauss. ñOur favorite filming 

experiences are when we get to work 

with members of class in creating some 

really funny sketches.ò 

Besides the comedy, the webcast 

also aims to highlight important events 

happening in the class, in turn, making 

the events a success.  

ñHomecoming was certainly the 

most successful, but my personal favor-

ite was our class outing to LaserQuest,ò 

said Fauss. ñNothing says fun like shoot-

ing your classmates with lasers.ò 

Both Fauss and Ott humbly chalk up 

a lot of the classô success to the other 

key players.  

ñI think we have done a great job,ò 

said Fauss. ñBut, it would not have been 

possible without the help of Mrs. Shep-

pard and all the class officers. We have 

become a great team over the year.ò 

As the year comes to a close, both 

rising seniors will begin campaigning 

again for senior class president. The 

classô widespread approval of their lead-

ership has resulted in no opposition for 

their re-election.   

Therefore, Ott and Fauss find them-

selves improving on this yearôs platform. 

 ñWe intend to restore the glory of 

being seniors,ò said Fauss of their ideas, 

not wanting to spoil anything major.  

ñItôs our last year and we are going 

to make them remember the Class of 

2012.ò 
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Dylan Fauss (ó12, left) and Eric Ott (ó12, right) take a break during their May 

webcast. Photo courtesy of Dylan Fauss. 

3 or 4 people in the class 

regularly refer to me as 

ñMr. Presidentò, so I 

guess thatôs pretty cool. 



 

By Charles Condro 

 

The onerous workload at MLWGS 

makes commitment to even one sport or 

extracurricular a challenge, but Collin 

Blackburn (ô12) has not only excelled at 

one, but five sports over the course of 

this past year. 

Rather than be weighed down by 

juggling sports and schoolwork, Black-

burn thrives on the challenge. 

ñI wasnôt doing anything,ò said 

Blackburn, ñso I just decided to do cross

-countryé. I was on the team but only 

for the second half [of the season].ò 

Despite a busy fall season, Black-

burn was only beginning to get involved 

in sports.  

ñAfter cross-country I was planning 

on doing swimming,ò said Blackburn. 

ñMurph [Ryan Murphy (ô12)] convinced 

me to go out for the [basketball team].ò 

Blackburn excelled at both sports, 

qualifying for regionals in swimming 

and leading the basketball team as one of 

the top three scorers. 

When the spring season rolled 

around Blackburn transitioned from the 

hardwood to the diamond with ease, 

serving as co-captain and shortstop for 

the baseball team.  

ñHe leads by example,ò said team-

mate Peter Pfohl (ô11), ñboth on and off 

the field.ò 

ñHe puts the team on his back,ò said 

Adam Davis (ô13). ñHe risks his body 

and integrity for the team.ò 

Collinôs plans for when he graduates 

from MLWGS next year are different 

than those of most of his classmates, as 

he will be enlisting in the Navy. In fact, 

Blackburn will begin his career with the 

Navy over the summer. 

ñIôm doing the Delayed Entry Pro-

gram (DEP),ò said Blackburn. ñ[I will] 

have to meet withé [my] recruiteré 

once or twice a month.ò Entry into the 

DEP will allow Blackburn to begin his 

career in the Navy while completing 

high school at MLWGS. 

Although Blackburn realizes that it 

will be difficult and the chance of his 

success small, his goal is to work to-

wards becoming a Navy SEAL. 

ñIf I do well on the physical tests and 

on a mental testé kind of like the 

SATs,ò said Blackburn.ò Then I will get 

to meet with a mentoré. Iôll go to BUD/

s (Basic Underwater Demolition School) 

after boot camp.ò 

BUD/s is the first step on the way to 

becoming a Navy SEAL, because only 

graduates of the program can become 

SEALs. Although getting a contract to 

go to BUD/s would be a step towards his 

goal, Blackburn admits that even then he 

will still have a long way to go. 

ñMy SEAL contract guarantees that I 

go to BUD/sé. To be a SEAL you still 

have to go to and graduate BUD/s along 

with a lot of other stuff,ò said Blackburn. 

While Blackburn has clear plans for 

his immediate future, he is less certain 

about his plans farther down the road. 

ñThe future,ò said Blackburn. ñI 

donôt know. Thatôs in a long time.ò 
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The Jabberwock staff prides itself on 

accuracy and attention to detail. In the 

previous issue; however, the article ñAll

-Star Athlete, American Hero?ò did not 

live up to the high standards that 

MLWGS deserves. In continuing our 

commitment to journalistic ethics, the 

Jabberwock would like to apologize to 

Collin Blackburn (ô12) and the entire 

MLWGS community. This article will 

prove further our continued dedication 

to publishing the facts: 

He leads by exam-

ple, both on and off 

the field. 

Blackburn led his dodgeball team, 

the gB Packers, to win the entire 

tournament earlier this year. Photos 

by Annie Weidhaas. 


